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Have you ever gotten one of those college essay outline templates? One that you just print out and then fill in the blanks as you need to? If you have, then I congratulate you for your foresight; but if you haven't, then allow me to assure you that such a document is actually a very bad idea. In fact, it is almost sure to make college writing and editing more difficult than it has to be.
Why? Because the very nature of the task requires a level of detail that is best done only by a template. A college essay outline is not designed to be a work of art, or even a work that anyone can sit down and pour over for hours on end. The sheer volume of information that must be produced in a single college essay outline makes this task impossible.
Another obvious reason why using a college essay outline template is a bad idea is that it wastes your time. Just like filling in a research paper's table of contents is an immense waste of time, so too is filling in a college essay outline with a mass of data and text. Worse still, it takes twice as long to do this as it does to actually write out the main points of your essay. And, what's worse, the template may well contain mistakes that make your college essay outline worthless as a reference. (Template writers are often ill_equipped to check for these kinds of things.) Furthermore, the time you spend looking over this mass of information will have been spent fruitlessly searching for one tiny piece of information that will make your college essay perfect.
Remember, it's not necessary to create a college essay outline from scratch each time. There are hundreds of templates available, for a great many purposes. You can use a college essay outline template to take an existing document that already exists and to change just a few details, or add new material to it. That means you can even use a college essay outline to create documents for a class assignment, instead of having to spend all that time creating the actual assignment itself.
But if you don't want to use a college essay outline, there are plenty of ready_made ones that you can use. These are usually in the form of Microsoft Word documents _ so you simply open this up, fill in the data, and then print it. (Be careful here; if you make any mistakes in spelling or grammar, you will probably need to go back and fix them!)
If you're not sure where to find such a template, I'll help you out. One place to look is at a good college textbook, which often has a lot of sample college essays. Often the authors will leave their outlines handy for the reader, so you can get a feel for how they think things should be written. So pick up a college essay outline from your text book, then read through it and think about how you might organize your own document.
Finally, you can also use one of those college_recommended guides that list what types of documents are appropriate for college use. (There's one called the AP Study Guidebook, which you can find free online.) These guides usually include a sample college paper, along with advice on how to approach its preparation, its organization, and its conclusion. They are useful for students, since they show the student how to write a good college essay.
So if you've been looking for a way to get organized and write a solid college essay, give a college essay outline a try. You could be amazed at how much better your papers will turn out. And that'll be the start of a great college career! Good luck!
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